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Abstract:   Although studies of international migration have traditionally transgressed 
global and national boundaries, these “cosmopolitan” foundations have not saved the 
practitioners of this field from narrow, one-sided perspectives in their concerns. The  
almost  exclusive  focus of  both  theory and research  regarding the effects of  the 
encounters between immigrants and  the receiver countries they settle in has been  on 
the adaptation (alternately called assimilation or integration)  of  the former’ –
immigrants’--orientations and practices into the dominant sociocultural and civic-
political modes of  host societies. This  paper addresses a  thus far neglected reverse 
outcome of international migration, namely, the transformative  impact of 
immigrants’ activities on their  host  society.  
 

An examination of these effects is conducted within the conceptual framework 
of glocalization understood as the simultaneous process of homogenization and 
diversification  which “localizes” the global or brings multicultural ways of life into 
the everyday existence of particular localities.  Specifically, the analysis focuses on 
two phases of the glocalization process as identified by Giulainotti and Robertson 
(2007): accommodation or absorption by social actors—here, receiver-society native 
residents and institutions—of the practices and meanings associated with other 
societies, in this case those brought in by immigrants; and transformation or the 
emergence of new local forms as the result of the process of accommodation.  

 
The here presented analysis has a historical-comparative character. Its 

historical dimension is founded on a threefold principle. First, I conceive of the 
examined effects as processes of “becoming” (rather than as fixed states); second, I 
treat time and, specifically, its duration, pace, and sequence or the order in which 
events  happen (Aminzade 1992) as factors conducive –or potentially conducive and, 
thus, requiring the researcher’s inspection--to the outcomes of the investigated  
phenomena; and third, I explain why things happen by demonstrating  how they 
happen (Abrams 1982), that is, by identifying a constellation of  relevant 
circumstances which have contributed to the specific outcome.  In the comparative 
part of the analysis I contrast the context and transformative impact on the host 
society of the activities of members of the so-called “new” or post-1965 wave of  
immigration into the United States with the situation of  “old” arrivals who came to 
that country in the turn-of-the-previous-century  great wave of  migration.  

 
     


